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over Florida, Mexico and an immense tract of country
between the Pacific and the Rocky Mountains. France
made sood her claim to Canada, while the English
established a number of colonies along the Atlantic
coast between Canada and Florida, and stretching
inland to the Allegheny Mountains.

At the time when this story opens there were thirteen
of these colonies. Virginia, the oldest, was founded in
1607. Then followed New Hampshire 1623, Massa-
chusetts 1628, Maryland 1634, Rhode Island 1636,
Connecticut 1636, Delaware 1638, North - Carolina
1663, South Carolina 1663, New York 1664, New
Jersey 1664, Pennsylvania 1681, and Georgia 1732.
All these were English colonies before the War of Inde-
pendence, and they owed their existence to various cir-
cumstances. Some, such as Virginia and Massachusetts,
were founded by companies of adventurers and mer-
chants under royal charter. The famous Pilgrim
Fathers, who crossed the Atlantic in the Mayflower in
1620, formed Plymouth colony, which was merged in
Massachusetts in 1691. Connecticut owed its beginning
to a band of emigrants from Massachusetts who travelled
westward to settle in the valley of the Connecticut
River. New York and Delaware were conquests from
the Dutch, who had also tried to settle in the New
World, while others such as Maryland, Pennsylvania
and the Carolinas actually began as huge grants of land
given by Charles I and Charles II to individual men to
whom they owed money or were otherwise indebted.

In the years preceding the War of Independence
there wrere thus three great nations seeking territory